Calendar No. 656 


82p CoNGREss | SENATE f Report 


Ist Nession } No. 696 


LO 
o> 


oO 

CD? oi 

RPI SSSING INDIGNATION AT THE ARREST AND CONVICTION 
—OF ASSOCIATED PRESS CORRE SPONDE NT WILLIAM N. OATIS BY 
THT ZECHOSLOVAKIAN GOVERNMENT 


AucustT 21 (legislative day, Aucustr 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Conna. ty, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. Con. Res. 140] 


The Committee on Foreign Relations to whom were referred Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 37, Senate Resolution 175, Senate Resolution 
178, and House Concurrent Resolution 140, each of which expresses 
indignation at the arrest and imprisonment of William N. Oatis 
by the Czechoslovakian Government, report House Concurrent 
Resolution 140 to the Senate without amendment and recommend 
that it pass. 

BACKGROUND 


William N. Oatis, American citizen and newspaperman, was sent to 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, as the bureau chief of the Associated Press in 
June 1950. On April 23, 1951, he was arrested by the Czech police, 
and the Czech Foreign Office admitted 3 de ays later that he was being 
detained but did not permit United States officials to see him. On 
May 16, the Czech authorities informed the United States Embassy 
that Mr. Oatis had confessed to ‘‘espionage.’’ He was brought to 
trial on July 2, and after 2 days, on the 4th of July, he was given a 
sentence of 10 years in prison, subject to a reduction of 5 years for 
good behavior. The judge mentioned extenuating circumstances in 
the case and announced that the e xpulsion of Mr. Oatis from Czecho- 
slovakia upon the termination of his sentence would be in order. 

The State Department described the trial as a ludicrous travesty 
on justice and noted that Mr. Oatis had been held incommunicado 
for 70 days from the time of his arrest to the day of bis presentation 
in court. Such espionage as he had confessed to, the State Depa 


ment declared, was “in truth but the admission of an Americ 


reporter that in the high traditions of his profession he was attem| 
ing under the most unfavora! ble: ) condition s to report a true picture 
of conditions and events in Czechoslovakia as he saw them.” 
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2 EXPRESSING INDIGNATION AT ARREST OF WILLIAM N. OATIS 


The trial and imprisonment of William N. Oatis by the Govern- 
ment of Czechoslovakia has aroused public indignation throughout 
the United States; has incurred censure in the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council on August 16; and has prompted : 
number of resolutions in both Houses of the Congress condemning 
the action of the Czechoslovak Government. On August 14, 1951, 
the House of Representatives passed House Concurrent Resolution 
140, one of several resol itions then pen ling on that matter before 
the House. 

RESOLUTIONS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 


The four resolutions on the Oatis case referred to the Senate Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations may be summarized as follows: 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 37 (introduced by Senator MeMahon, 
and referred to 1 committee on July 5) expresses the indignation 
of the Congress of the United States over the trial and imprisonment of 
Oatis, and ealls for the convevine of this reaction to the United 
Nations and to the Czechoslovakian Government. 

Senate Resolution 175 (introduced by Senator O’Conor, and 
referred to the committeé July 17) calls for (1) the prohibiting of 
Communist news and press representatives from gathering, forward- 
ing, or dispatching news and information from the United States for 
the use of Government and news agencies in Communist countries; 
2) referral of the Oatis matter to the United Nations; (3) prohibition 
of trade between the citizens of the United States and those of 
Czechoslovakia. 

Senate Resolution 178 (introduced by Senator Monroney, and 
referred to the committee on July 17) provides for (1) the termination 
of all United States commercial relations with Czechoslovakia; 
2) resolves that if Oatis is not freed in 90 days, all United States 
nationals shall be recalled from Czechoslovakia and (3) diplomatic 
relations be terminated with that country. 

House Concurrent Resolution 140 places the Congress on record as 
expressing its indignation over the arrest and trial of Mr. Oatis; 
requests the executive agencies to take all possible action to bring 
about his release; requests that the sense of the resolution be reported 
to the United Nations and Czechoslovakian officials; and resolves to 
terminate United States commercial relations with Czechslovakia 
until Oatis is given his freedom. 
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COMMITTEE ACTION 


On August 17, 1951, the committee met in executive session; and 
after giving careful consideration to all four resolutions before it, 
} ’ ‘ » . 
voted unanimously to recommend House Concurrent Resolution 140 


without amendment for favorable action by the Senate. 
CONSIDERATIONS IN FAVOR OF HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 140 


The United States Ambassador in Prague both orally and by means 
of notes has persistently sought the release of Mr. Oatis. The Depart- 
ment of State has constantly tried to obtain access to his person, 
both before the trial and since his imprisonment. All such efforts 
have been unsuccessful. In addition to making repeated representa- 
tions to the Czech Government, the United States has resorted to 
various other measures, such as prohibiting private travel by American 
citizens in Czechoslovakia. 








EXPRESSING INDIGNATION AT ARREST OF WILLIAM N. OATIS 3 


It is the view of the committee that the willful action of the Govern- 
ment of Czechoslovakia violates article |, paragraphs 2 and 3, of the 
Charter of the United Nations, which read as follows: 


2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the prin- 
ciple of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appro- 
priate measures to strengthen universal peace; 





3. To achieve international ae ration in solving international problems of an 
economic, social, cultural, or humanitar ‘ter, and in promoting and en- 
couraging respect for human right 3 an t | nental freedoms for all without 
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distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion. 


The committee believes that Senate Concurrent Resolution 37 doe 


not go far enough, while Senate Resolution 175 goes too far. It ts 
not enough merely to express shock in this particular case. By ter- 
minating commercial relations with Czechoslovakia, in addition to the 


other measures taken, until Mr. Oatis ts rel ised and eiven his freedom, 
the United States will bring more than moral suasion to bear upon 
Czechoslovakia, whose hieh-handed actions indicate that mere ex- 


pressions of displeasure with its action will not produce the desired 
result in this case. 
CONCLUSLON 
The treatment of Mr. Oatis by Czechoslovakia has been outrazeous. 
Not only cloes the ue tlon of a Cz echosloval can Government con- 


stitute a repudi: ation - the principle of freedom of information, which 
is essential to the peaceful! pi ration and friendly relations among 
the people of the we 1. but it also violates fundamet ital rights and 
human freedoms set forth in various United Nations resolutions. It 
is the conviction of the committee that the favorable action by the 
Senate on this resolution will accord with the general feeling through- 


out the country on this very important Issue and will strengthen the 
hand of the State Department in its efforts to free Mr. Oatis. 


APPENDIX 
Text oF Houss ConcurRrRENT ReEsoLutTiIon 140 


Whereas the arrest and conviction of William N. Oatis, correspondent for the 
Associated Press in Prague, Czechoslovakia, is a shocking violation of the funda- 
mental human freedoms guaranteed in the United Nations Charter; and 

Whereas the treatment of William N. Oatis demonstrates that the Czecho- 
slovak Government has willfully repudiated the principle of free information 
which is so essential to peaceful cooperation and friendly relations among the 
people of the world; and 


Whereas the persecution by the Government of Czechoslovakia of other 
American citizens is condemned and de plo red by the people of the United States, 


and throughout the free world: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of eavunnianidion s (the. Senate conc irring , That the Con- 
gress of the United States expresses its profound indignation at the arrest, sham 
trial and unjust conviction of William N. Oatis; that the executiv , 
the Government be requested to take all pos. ible action to brin: 
and that the sense of this resolution be conveved by the proper 








Government to the United Nations and to the officials of the ¢ vakian 
Government. 
Be it further resolved, That it is the sense of the Congress that all commercial 


relations with ¢ ‘eseae swen Rder os hould be terminated immediately, and should 
resumed only if and when the Government of Czechoslo vakia restores to William 
N. Oatis his freedom. 

Passed the House of Representatives August 14, 1951 
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